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Matthew 24:23-24           

• We must remember here that Jesus is still answering the first question: when will 

all of these stones be torn down? 

• And here we see the third time that Christ has brought up the subject of false 

Christs or false prophets. Why would He do that? Why is He so adamant about 

the fact of following Him rather than being misled? 

• Jesus’ message here says that if you here someway say that they have seen Jesus 

Christ, do not believe him. That person would be a liar. In times of trouble when 

people are vulnerable, you have people stepping up and making claims like this. 

It is not take to long to look at couple of folks in our lifetime – David Koresh 

and Charles Manson, just to name a few. 

• So with all of this taking place, you are going to have a lot of people claiming 

they are the Messiah. You have 3 major groups warring in Jerusalem and the 

historians claim there were many making this claim.  

o John 5:43-47 

� So Jesus knew they were going to reject his teaching and follow 

after other teachings. But the Jews did not even believe the 

teaching of Moses so how were they going to believe the teaching 

of Jesus? 

o So Jesus prophesied the destruction of the temple and the Jewish system. 

This is His last ditch attempt to reach the people of Jerusalem and warn 

them of these false Christs. If there is one soul He can rescue, He will do 

that. He is working to get the last soul out. So when the destruction 

happened in 70 AD, there was no one left to save. Anyone that was 

interested in truth with a good and honest heart was paying attention to 

these words of Jesus.  

• So Jesus is saying not to believe the false Christs. He is trying to point the Jews 

to Himself rather than following the imposters.  

• There have always been guys that have been very charismatic. They are able to 

put on quite a show. And people just love signs and wonders. By the way, there 

is nothing new in this, the same is true today, is it not? 

• These guys are not claiming to be seers or prophets, they are claiming to be the 

messiah. This is obviously quite a show. 

 

Matthew 24:24-26            

• That is the first problem He is dealing with in this section here is trying to make 

sure that the Jewish people that still might believe get sucked in by the false 

christs.   

• So when the time comes, He wants them to look back and realize the words that 

He spoke and eventually realize that He was the Christ.  

• His message – do not follow them, but follow Him – no matter what the cost. 

• Now Jesus realizes when He is speaking these words that there is going to be a 

lot of confusion about His second coming. There seemed to be a lot of confusion 

in the early church about this.    

o II Thessalonians 2:1-3 
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� The book of II Thessalonians was the second book written in the 

Old Testament. Paul is warning the church at Thessalonica to 

“Let no one in any way deceive you that this coming has already 

come.” So there was a lot of confusion in the early church about 

this. But Jesus’ words back in Matthew were “do not believe 

them.” 

� So there were obviously a lot of people back then in that era that 

were saying that Christ had already returned. So there probably 

would have been quite a few folks in Jerusalem hearing the same 

rumors as well. 

• So Jesus is going to have to deal with this but He is still answering the first 

question: when is the temple going to be torn down? But He is having to get into 

some things on the second coming in the middle of it to clear away any 

confusion there might be.    

 

Matthew 24:27           

• The reason why He told folks not to believe those that said He had already 

returned or that they had seen him in the wilderness was because: you are not 

going to mistake the second coming. For just the same as a big flash of lightning 

(from east to west) lights up the entire sky so will be His returning.  

• So in the middle of His discussion on false Christs, Jesus brings up the fact that 

the second coming will be seen by all men (Revelation 1:7). Again Jesus is still 

answering the first question but He had to bring up His second coming to 

address one of the points.   

• He does not want the Christians that are caught in the midst of this great 

tribulation to get carried away by rumors.  

 

Matthew 24:28           

• Why was Jesus coming back? Because the rotting corpse of Jerusalem needed to 

be taken care of. Judgment was coming against Jerusalem. God could have 

protected them, but He chose not to. He sent the armies of Rome to destroy the 

Jewish nation because of their rejection of the Messiah.  

• God will judge again for the rejection of the Messiah, but this time it will be on 

the whole world “wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” The 

birds of prey will be there.     

 

Matthew 24:29-30            

• Jesus used the word “immediately” here. So immediately after this time of 

tribulation, he would return. Does that mean he should have returned in 70AD? 

That is why some stick to the preterists view that we went over early in this 

study.  

• But here the Greek word that is translated “immediately” is the Greek word 

“eutheos” and it does mean a short period of time after something. But the New 

Testament always speaks of Jesus second coming happening soon. This is no 

surprise. So this seems to be referring to the next event in God’s program and 

not necessarily an event that took place in 70 AD.  
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o James 5:8 

� The coming of the Lord is near. 

o That is a theme that runs through the entire New Testament because it is 

written on Spiritual time. After the death of Christ, the church is now on 

spiritual time and the rest of the world is on physical time. 

• Also if you take a look at the parallel verse in Mark 13, the text says that these 

things will take place after the tribulation – it does not specify the time aspect 

(Mark 13:24). Plus the book of Luke says that it will take place during the time 

of the Gentiles being fulfilled (Luke 21:24-27). That is still occurring today 

because there is still more and more Gentiles being immersed into the church. So 

Christ will come back while all that is going on.  

 

Matthew 24:31            

• This is a picture of the great final judgment of God when the angels come and 

take out the wicked from among the bad. That is very consistent throughout the 

New Testament and we have covered many of these things earlier in this study. 

• So even though Jesus had to make these statements about His second coming, 

He is still answering the first question. His primary focus is still on the 

destruction of the temple. But He had to cover the second coming as it relates to 

the tribulation so those that were going through it were not led astray into 

thinking that He had already come back. 

 

Matthew 24:32            

• The great thing about the spring is that all plants, flowers and trees start to 

bloom. And those trees are one of the first signs that spring has arrived. So when 

you see that happening, you realize that summer is on its way.  

 

Matthew 24:33            

• Now if you are looking at the New American Standard Bible, it is going to say 

that “He is near, right at the door.” If you are looking at an old King James, it is 

going to say “It is near, right at the door.” The reason for that is – in the verse, 

all that is there is a verb (estin - is) which is third person singular. So a third 

person singular can be he, she or it. So if the translators are looking at this 

passage from a pre-millennial perspective, they are going to put the word “He” 

in there. If they are looking at this from the perspective of the destruction of the 

temple, they will put the word “It” in there. So “it is near” meaning the 

destruction of the temple is near is the way this should read and not “He is near.” 

• We need to remember that there are No signs before His second coming. He is 

coming like a thief in the night – I Thessalonians 5:2. There will be no warnings 

or signs.   

   

Matthew 24:34            

• So Jesus said that all of these things would take place “before this generation 

passed away.” Which generation was He referring to? The way the 

premillennialists will interpret this is – they think that the wars and rumors of 

wars, earthquakes and famines are all about the rapture that is to take place. So 
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since all of these things started taking place in our generation, ours is the 

generation in which the rapture is going to take place.  

• But the generation He was referring to was the one that was listening to him 

speak. One generation as far as the scripture goes is 40 years. So Jesus dies in 30 

AD and when was the temple destroyed? 70 AD – sounds too good to be true. It 

took place on time. 

• There were signs of the destruction of the temple. That is why Jesus uses the 

example of the fig tree. When you see “these” things. So there were signs with 

the destruction of the temple. So the generation He was referring to was the one 

that walked while he was on the earth. And before that generation passed away, 

the temple would be destroyed and it was. There are no signs however before the 

second coming. It is coming like a thief in the night.    

   

Matthew 24:35            

• Remember when the apostles asked the question of Jesus, they asked when 

would the temple be destroyed and what would be the sign of His coming. So 

now He is going to transition into the second question. And He focuses on the 

word “pass away.” He just used the term “pass away” on the previous passage 

and He will now transition to the second coming. 

• So now the passing of heaven and earth are going to do with His second coming 

which follows with the rest of the scripture as well. 

o II Peter 3:10 

� The heavens and earth will pass away on the day of the Lord that 

comes like a thief in the night. 

o Matthew 5:18 

� So the Law will still be here until the passing of heaven and earth. 

And all who do not become Christians will be judged by that 

Law.  

 

Matthew 24:36            

• Jesus said “Do not ask because I don’t know.” Isn’t it interesting that the one 

question everyone wants to know is the one question that Jesus cannot answer. 

The Bible does not answer that question.  

• The Bible contains the answers to most other questions but not about the time of 

the second coming. It contains everything about life and godliness, let’s look at 

those. But unfortunately, everyone outside of Christ and most inside, want to 

know when this will take place. 

 

Matthew 24:37-41 

• OK, so we know that in Noah’s day, people were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage. So let me ask a couple of questions. When the flood came, 

who was left on the earth – the righteous or the un-righteous? The righteous were 

left on the earth in the persons of Noah and his family. And which group of 

people were taken – the righteous or the un-righteous? The un-righteous were of 

course taken.  
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• So what it is going to be like at the Second Coming of Christ? It is going to be 

just like the days of Noah, the un-righteous will be taken and the righteous will be 

left. “There will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.” 

(Matthew 24:40-41). The unrighteous will be taken and the righteous will be left. 

• Now why doesn’t Lahaye and other pre-millennial teachers talk about this verse 

much? Well first off, when they teach about the second advent, Christ is coming 

back with His holy ones and there are no folks defined as being snatched away or 

taken. And second, this verse, along with the next 20 or so verses, go on to say to 

“be alert for you do not know which day your Lord is coming” Well if you 

believe in the pre-millennial teaching, you know exactly when He is coming back. 

If you are alive during the tribulation, it will be exactly 7 years after the saints 

disappear. And if you were raptured, you don’t need to be alert, because you will 

be coming back with Christ when He comes back to earth. So the verse does not 

fit with what they believe. 

 

Matthew 24:42-51            

• These verses are all about being ready for the second coming. There are no signs 

to warn you so you must be ready at all times. At the beginning of chapter 25, 

Jesus is going to tell the parable of the ten virgins about being ready as well.  

 


